The foundation of the Unesco Network of Geoparks
On Friday 13 February 2004 a meeting on geoparks was held in UNESCO Headquarters in Paris. In the meeting participated members of the Scientific Board of the IGCP, representatives of the International Geographical Union (IGU) and the International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS), and international experts on geological heritage conservation and promotion. The following items have been discussed and decided : 
1. Presentation and establishment of the “Operational Guidelines for National Geoparks seeking UNESCO’s assistance” (Global UNESCO Network of Geoparks) 
2. The establishment of a Global UNESCO Network of Geoparks. 
3. The foundation of a Coordination Office for the Global UNESCO Network of Geoparks at the Ministry of Land and Resources in Beijing China. 
4. New geoparks are invited to send their application respecting guidelines and criteria upon to UNESCO’s Division of Earth Sciences, that will forward it to the International Advisory Group. 
5. If there is a Geopark network on a national level existing, the applicant geopark has to be first member of this network. 
6. For Europe the already established cooperation agreement between UNESCO’s Division of Earth Sciences and the European Geoparks Network,  shall serve as  the mechanism  for integration  national  Geoparks through the label of European Geoparks into the global UNESCO  Network. 
7. The Division of Earth Sciences is encouraged to confirm or initiate agreements at a regional (continental) level using the cooperation agreement with the EGN as an example. 
During a closed meeting of the International Advisory Group of Experts the evaluation of the existing geoparks took place. It was decided to include 17 European Geoparks and 8 Chinese Geoparks in the Global UNESCO Network of Geoparks . Actually the members of the Global Network of Geoparks are: 
1. Mount Lushan Geopark - PR China
2. Geopark Wudalianchi - PR China
3. Songshan Geopark - PR China
4. Yuntaishan Geopark - PR China 
5. Danxiashan Geopark - PR China
6. Stone Forest Geopark – Shilin Geopark - PR China
7. Zhangjiajie Sandstone Peak Forest Geopark - PR China
8. Huangshan Geopark - PR China
9. Reserve Géologique de Haute Provence – France
10. Petrified Forest of Lesvos – Greece
11. Vulkaneifel European Geopark – Germany
12. Maestrazgo Cultural Park – Spain
13. Psiloritis Natural Park – Greece
14. Astroblème Châtaigeraie Limousine - France
15. Nature park Terra Vita European Geopark – Germany
16. Coper Coast – Ireland
17. Marble Arch Caves & Cuilcagh Mountain Park – Northern Ireland, United Kingdom
18. Madonie Natural Park – Italy
19. Rocca di Cerere Cultural Park - Italy
20. Kamptal Geopark – Austria
21. Nature Park Eisenwurzen – Austria
22.European Geopark Bergstrasse–Odenwald - Germany
23. North Pennines AONB  Geopark – United Kingdom
24. Abberley and Malvern Hills Geopark – United Kingdom
25. Park Naturel Régional du Luberon – France
26. North West Highlands – Scotland, UK
27. Geopark Swabian Albs – Germany
28. Geopark Harz Braunschweiger Land Ostfalen – Germany
29. Mecklenburg Ice age Park - Germany
30. Xingwen National geopark– P.R. China
31. Hexigten National geopark– P.R. China
32. Yandangshan National geopark– P.R. China
33. Taining National geopark– P.R. China
